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The many foreign botanists who attended 
the meetings, either as guests of honour or 
on their own initiative, enhanced the quality 
of the Meeting. Among others: Dr. W. C. 
Steere, director of the New York Botanical 
Garden; Dr. Stanley A. Cain, of the Univer- 
sity of Michigan; Dr. I. Mackenzie Lamb of 
Harvard University; Dr. Alicia Lourteig of 
the Natural History Museum of Paris; Dr. 
Tobias Lasser of the Botanical Service of 
Venezuela; Dr. Dardano de Andrade Lima 
of Recife (Brasil); Dr. Margarete Emmerich 
of the National Museum of Rio de Janeiro; 
Mr. Roberto M. Klein of the Instituto Bar- 
bosa Rodrigues at Itajai (Brasil); Dr. Alarich 
R. Schultz, Eny Correa Vianna and Maria 
Henriquetta Homrich of the University of 
Porto Alegre; Blanca R. Arrillaga de Maffei, 
Primavera Izaguirre de Artucio, Isabel Zir- 
poli de Filgueiras and Miss. Amali M. Laguar- 
dia of the University of Montevideo. Dr. 
Ismael Velz of the University of Puerto Rico; 
Dr. Araldo Lopez Miranda of the Univer- 
sity of Trujillo (Peru); Dr. Cesar Vargas C. 
of the University of Cusco; Dr. Ramon Fer- 
reyra of the University of Lima; Dr. Martin 
Cardenas of the University of Cochabamba; 
Ing. Carlos Mufioz Pizarro and Miss Eugenia 
Navas of the University of Santiago; Dr. 
Mario Ricardi of the University of Concep- 
ci6n, and others. 

All the Argentine scientific Institutions 
sent delegates to this Meeting, but space is 
not available to list all the representatives. 
The total of participants was more than 150. 

The inaugural session took place in the 
Instituto Lillo. Dr. Abraham Willink, Direc- 
tor of this Institution spoke, and so also 
did Dr. Angel Cabrera, President of the 
Argentine Botanical Society. Professor Lo- 
renzo R. Parodi lectured on "150 years of 
Botany in the Argentine Republic". A palm 
of flowers was deposited on Miguel Lillo's 
grave and the historical Casa de Tucuman 
was visited and honored. The sessions took 
place over a period of four days and more 
than sixty papers on different branches of 
Botany were presented. It is to be noted that 
evident progress has been made in the 
Botanical Sciences of our country, especially 
as regards methods of study, techniques, etc. 
Remarkable, too, were the papers on Agrosto- 
lcgy, the number and quality of which would 
have justified a special section on the 
program. 

In addition, several lectures were given; 
the most interesting were Dr. Stanley A. 
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Cain's on the "Application of ecological 
principles to human ecology"; Dr. Alicia 
Lourteig's on "History of the Museum of 
Natural History of Paris" and that of Prof. 
Ing. Arturo Burkart on "International Bota- 
nical Congresses". Several films and slides 
on phytogeographical subjects were also 
shown. 

All these activities took place in Horco 
Molle in the building that the University of 
Tucuman constructed for the School of Nurses 
and that is, at present, reserved for Con- 
gresses. Most of the participants to the 
Meeting lived in the same building which 
greatly favored their getting acquainted and 
the discussion and interchange of ideas. 

The closing Session took place again in 
the Instituto Lillo on Wednesday the 30th; 
Dr. Martin Cardenas, Ing. Arturo Ragonese 
and Dr. Teodoro Meyer spoke on that 
occasion. At this meeting, Prof. Parodi was 
acclaimed Honorary President of the Meet- 
ing for his outstanding work in Botany and 
in teaching. 

A field trip to the Northeastern part of 
Argentina was made from Tucuman, through 
Tafi del Valle, Cafayate, Salta, and back to 
Tucuman. As there were over a hundred 
participants it was necessary to divide the 
excursion in two groups that made the trip 
in opposite directions. Due to the great num- 
ber of delegates and of the papers presented, 
to their excellent quality, and to the great 
number of foreign botanists, the 5th Argen- 
tine Botanical Meeting was a great success, 
of high scientific level, and could almost be 
considered a Pan-American Congress of the 
scientia amabilis. 

COLOCYNTHIS AND CITRULLUS 

It is a pity that Meeuse (Taxon 10: 29) 
sliould have seen fit to revive the old contro- 
versy of Citrullus versus Colocynthis which, 
it was hoped, had been finally settled, and it 
is to be regretted also that he has done so 
in an unfortunate manner which cannot be 
allowed to pass without comment. 

His proposal essentially is that Citrullus 
should be deleted from the list of conserved 
generic names. I contend that this if accepted 
would for several reasons be an unwise and 
retrograde step. Article 14 of the Inter- 
national Code which provides for conserva- 
tion has as its only reason for existence the 
promotion of stability in generic nomen- 
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clature, and, this being so it seems impera- 
tive that, once a name is placed on the list of 
nomina generica conservanda it should for 
all time remain there. Even if conservation 
is later shown to be superfluous, e.g., owing 
to new evidence on dates of publication 
having come to light, a name should be 
retained on the list. The name is thereby 
protected from being made illegitimate by 
the later discovery of obscure earlier homo- 
nyms. 

Meeuse's argument that the conservation 
of Citrullus must be reconsidered as a new 
proposal is also open to serious criticism, this 
time from the point of view of the strict 
application of the type method. When Citrul- 
lus was originally conserved over Colocynthis, 
the latter was attributed to Ludwig, Inst. 
Regn. Veg. ed. 2: 139 (1757) whereas in fact 
it was first validly published by Miller (1754). 
However, both Colocynthis Ludwig and 
Colocynthis Miller are typified by the same 
species (the Colocynth) in accordance with 
the Tournefortian application of the name. 
Having the same type they cannot be con- 
sidered as separate names and the original 
attribution of Colocynthis to Ludwig in the 
list of nomina generica rejicienda must be 
regarded as an error of citation only. This 
has been corrected by Rickett and Stafleu 
(Taxon 9: 121). In short, it is clear that 
Citrullus Schrad. has been effectively con- 
served over Colocynthis Mill. since its first 
inclusion in the list; those of the authorities 
quoted by Meeuse, and others, who have 
since used Colocynthis Mill. have done so by 
ignoring this fact and their work is as result 
nomenclaturally inaccurate. With regard to 
the currency of these names it is worth not- 
ing that in the literature of applied botany 
the name Citrullus has been almost univer- 
sally used, and it will be used in my forth- 
coming account of the Cucurbitaceae for the 
"Flora of Tropical East Africa". 

Properly interpreted, Article 14 of the 
Code as current is quite adequate to regulate 
practice in the conservation of generic names, 
and one feels loth to burden it with any 
further verbiage, but it may be that the 
proposals below may help to avoid further 
misinterpretations. 

Add to Art. 14 the following notes: 
1. A conserved name is conserved for all 

time and cannot be removed from the list of 
nomina generica conservanda even if the 
conservation is later shown to have been 
unnecessary or undesirable. 
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2. A nomen rejiciendum is to be rejected 
from its earliest date of valid publication 
regardless of whether or not this is correctly 
cited in the current list of rejected names. 

C. JEFFREY, Kew 

PILIOSTIGMA v. ELAYUNA: 
AN APPEAL* 

The Committee for Spermatophyta do so 
much thankless but valuable work on behalf 
of all who use scientific names for plants 
that it would be ungracious to question their 
decisions, unless compelled by most pressing 
reasons to do so. These decidedly exist, how- 
ever, in the case of Piliostigma v. Elayuna, 
reported in Taxon 10: 123 (1961), where, by 
a vote of 7-4 (in favour, not against, eight 
ayes being necessary for the acceptance of 
a proposal), the conservation of Piliostigma 
against Elayuna was rejected by the Com- 
mittee. 

The arguments in favour of Piliostigma 
were reasonably stated by Keay, in Taxon 3: 
65-6 (1954), and there is nothing in his pro- 
posal that need be withdrawn. It is clear, 
however, that his moderation was not enough 
to convince all concerned that the proposal 
was not being put forward lightly, but with 
the emphatic purpose of avoiding changes 
in names disadvantageous not only to taxon- 
omists but also to those many workers in 
Africa to whom Piliostigma has by now be- 
come very familiar indeed. It seems that the 
case needs restatement. 

Two reasonable taxonomic views have 
been adopted in connexion with the matter 
we are considering. Some botanists hold the 
view that Bauhinia L., sens. lat., is a single 
good, natural genus, and this was the 
opinion expressed by Wilczek in the Flore 
du Congo Belge et du Ruanda-Urundi 3: 
275-8 (1952), and there is much that can be 
said in favour of it. But, to those of this 
opinion, the case of Piliostigma v. Elayuna 
is wholly irrelevant, since they would consider 
both names to be taxonomic synonyms of 
Bauhinia. 

The other view, that Bauhinia (in a wide 
sense) is a natural group of related but dis- 
tinct genera, has gained many adherents dur- 
ing recent years, and had been adopted in an 

* Already submitted to the General Com- 
mittee on Botanical Nomenclature. 
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